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Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, September 15, 2026 
7:00 PM Eastern Time
Role/Call to Order: 
Jack Glinsky called the meeting to order approximately 7:00 PM ET.
Attendees Present
Barbara Defalco, Jeff Lusk, Mark Mercie, Jonathan Sims, Paul McGagh
Old Business:
Old Business: The committee reviewed continuing items from prior meetings, including the status of prior minutes, fundraising for trophies and awards, and the previously discussed Bixby Award matter.
Prior Minutes: Jack reported that the prior meeting minutes were undergoing final proofreading and will send them to the committee for approval shortly after this meeting.
2026 NCC/NACC Fundraising and Awards: The committee discussed the status of trophy and award fundraising. Most trophies and awards appeared to be covered, though some donor amounts still needed final confirmation. It was noted that response to the website appeal had slowed after an initial increase.  To donate online visit:  www.cockernationals.com 
The committee agreed that one final fundraising reminder should be included in the next published minutes before allowing the campaign to conclude naturally.
Harold S. Bixby Award: The committee reviewed the previously discussed confusion involving Murray Tate and the Bixby Award. It was reported that Paula had followed up and that the matter had been resolved. No further committee action was required unless a new issue is brought forward.
New Business:
Regional Representative Election Notice: The committee discussed the required notice for regional representative positions. Current representatives had indicated willingness to serve another two-year term; however, the committee agreed the notice should remain neutral and open to nominations. The notice will state that the current representatives intend to seek reappointment while inviting other candidates to submit their names by October 15. If a position is contested, voting will be completed by November 15. 
2027 National Planning: The committee discussed preliminary planning for potential 2027 National events. An Open/Amateur event in Massachusetts and an Amateur event at Twicknam Plantation in Yemassee, South Carolina were discussed as possibilities. 
Both options remain subject to formal proposals, budgets, schedules, committee review, and approval. The South Carolina Amateur was tentatively discussed for January 7–9, following the December Open, with the exact timing dependent on the final Massachusetts schedule.
· South Carolina Proposal: Kim Parkman had begun gathering information regarding a possible South Carolina event, including committee members, officials, budgets, bird quotes, and logistical details. Members appreciated the initiative but emphasized that appointments and operating decisions should not be finalized before a formal proposal is reviewed. The committee agreed that the final organizing group should include individuals with National-level experience and that key roles, suppliers, delivery plans, and marshaling arrangements should be decided collaboratively after approval.
· Participation Outlook: The committee considered whether a January National in South Carolina would draw entries from outside the immediate region. Members noted prior participation in southern trials by competitors from the Midwest, northern states, and other areas, and generally believed the event could attract a viable field if scheduled appropriately. Final participation will depend on confirmed dates, travel considerations, and the surrounding trial calendar.
· Bird Quality and Delivery: The committee emphasized that a national event requires strong, mature birds capable of providing a fair and meaningful test. Discussion included the use of mature chukar, recognizing that availability may vary by supplier and region. Members favored reliability, freshness, and proper care over lowest cost. Early reservations, appropriate feeding, light, hydration, handling, and delivery scheduling were identified as important safeguards.
· Use of Chukar and Test Conditions: The committee discussed whether chukar would provide an appropriate test under the proposed conditions. Members generally agreed that chukar can be suitable where terrain, cover, and trial design support their use. The committee noted that mature sage and dense cover could still create a demanding event testing marking, handling, and adaptability. The bird plan should be clearly disclosed in the premium so participants understand the test presented.
Montana Regulatory Requirements: The committee identified several compliance questions including hunting-license requirements, bird tagging or marking, approved suppliers, health documentation, interstate transport, and handling of wild birds on the grounds. Because requirements may vary depending on whether the event is held on public or private land, the committee agreed that organizers should obtain direct guidance from the Montana wildlife authorities to confirm the complete compliance plan.
Frank Italia Amateur Status Request: The committee reviewed a notarized request from Frank Italia to change status from Professional to Amateur. The request was considered to comply with the applicable rules. The committee confirmed the status change as a one-time accommodation. If he later returns to professional status, he may not use the same conversion process again.
Motions / Decisions:
· The regional representative election notice will be issued on September 15 after deletion of the redundant paragraph.
· The notice will identify current representatives seeking reappointment while preserving an open nomination process.
· Candidates must submit their names by October 15; voting will be completed by November 15 if an election is required.
· One final fundraising reminder will be included in the next minutes.
· The Bixby Award matter is considered resolved.
· Potential 2027 National sites require complete proposals, budgets, schedules, and committee approval before final commitments or appointments are made.
· Frank Italia’s change from Professional to Amateur status was approved as a one-time accommodation.
Action Items:
	Owner
	Action
	Timing / Notes

	Jack
	Circulate the prior meeting minutes for committee review and approval.
	As soon as proofreading is complete.

	Jack
	Include one final fundraising reminder in the next minutes.
	Next publication.

	Prospective 2027 hosts / FTC
	Prepare complete proposals, budgets, schedules, staffing plans, bird plans, and grounds information for Massachusetts and South Carolina.
	Before committee review and approval.

	Paul
	Discuss Montana bird and regulatory questions with Robert.
	Following the meeting.

	Robert / event organizers
	Confirm Montana regulatory requirements directly with the appropriate state authority.
	Before finalizing suppliers or the event plan.

	Jeff / Jack
	Verify recommended bird age and supplier capability, including the age of recently successful chukar.
	During vendor due diligence.

	Jack
	Coordinate with Vicky and Georgie on the Massachusetts proposal, proposed chair, and grounds arrangements.
	Before proposal presentation.



Adjournment: Motion to adjourn was made and seconded. The meeting concluded at approximately 9PM ET.
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